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This reading is from Paul’s first letter to the church 
at Corinth, as he advised the newly formed church 
to  move  forward  as  people  serving  God,  as 
presented in the Message Bible.

1 Corinthians 3:1-15 
1-4 But for right now, friends, I’m completely 
frustrated by your unspiritual dealings with each 
other and with God. You’re acting like infants in 
relation to Christ, capable of nothing much more 
than nursing at the breast. Well, then, I’ll nurse 
you since you don’t seem capable of anything 
more. As long as you grab for what makes you feel 
good or makes you look important, are you really 
much different than a babe at the breast, content 
only when everything’s going your way? When one 
of you says, “I’m on Paul’s side,” and another 
says, “I’m for Apollos,” aren’t you being totally 
infantile? 

5-9 Who do you think Paul is, anyway? Or 
Apollos, for that matter? Servants, both of us—
servants who waited on you as you gradually  

learned to entrust your lives to our mutual Master. We 
each carried out our servant assignment. I planted the 
seed, Apollos watered the plants, but God made you 
grow. It’s not the one who plants or the one who 
waters who is at the center of this process but God, 
who makes things grow. Planting and watering are 
menial servant jobs at minimum wages. What makes 
them worth doing is the God we are serving. You 
happen to be God’s field in which we are working. 

9-15 Or, to put it another way, you are God’s house. 
Using the gift God gave me as a good architect, I 
designed blueprints; Apollos is putting up the walls. 
Let each carpenter who comes on the job take care to 
build on the foundation! Remember, there is only one 
foundation, the one already laid: Jesus Christ. Take 
particular care in picking out your building materials. 
Eventually there is going to be an inspection. If you 
use cheap or inferior materials, you’ll be found out. 
The inspection will be thorough and rigorous. You 
won’t get by with a thing. If your work passes 
inspection, fine; if it doesn’t, your part of the building 
will be torn out and started over. But you won’t be torn 
out; you’ll survive—but just barely. 

For most of us, there was either someone or some 
event that introduced us to God, something that 
brought the concept of the Almighty, of God the 
Creator (Father), God the Savior (Jesus Christ) and  



God the Comforter (the Holy Spirit) into our lives.  
Now it might seem appropriate to always defer to 
that moment and that method of introduction, to 
show deference to the person that opened our eyes 
to learn about God.  However, Paul points out that 
it is not where our focus should be; instead we 
should put our full attention on God.   

It might have been great to learn about Jesus when 
you were in Sunday School, or to get an 
understanding of God’s goodness from a hymn or 
prayer that you heard. Maybe it was something 
that you read, some inspiration text or perhaps a 
movie that opened your eyes to fact that there is a 
God who loves us more than we could ever 
imagine. 

And while it is great to learn that there is a God 
that loves all of us, we are being called to put what 
we have learned, what we continue to learn, and 
that which we will learn in the future - we are 
called to put that knowledge into action.  We are 
called to live our lives based on what we learned 
and moving forward with the hope that we have so 
much more to learn and so much more to do as 
followers of the Cross. 

Accepting Christ is simply not a “one-and-done”.  
And choosing to follow the person who introduced  

you to God is not going to work either.  This is not a 
case of “dancing with the one who brought you”. This 
is a case of knowing that all of us, your Sunday 
School teacher, the pastor, the televangelist, and even 
your prayer partner - all of us continue to need God’s 
mercy and grace and love.  All of us will continue to 
need God’s compassion and forgiveness. We might be 
the conduit to help bring others to learn about God, 
and that is good, but we all come to God at the same 
level.   

We all are children of the Almighty, we might be 
different as people, and there might be differences in 
our understanding of God, but the love from the 
Creator, Savior, and Comforter is the same for each of 
us, regardless if we are lifelong Christians or new 
members to flock of Christ.  We were not called to be 
disciples of the pastor, or of the Sunday School 
teacher, or of a theologian, we were called and we are 
called to be disciples and followers of Christ. 

Remember, God loves you, and so do I, and there is 
absolutely nothing that you can do about it! Peace and 
blessings, Pastor Dave 




